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) Butums -ﬁ‘th'Of the majority to govern, clear as it is upor

the grouad of: reason-aud natural law, .does ot rest exclu-
sively upon that ground. ltis expressly secured by the con-
stitution of the United States, in the creation of the Legisla-
tive power. By the fifth section of the first article of that
instrument, it is provided that ‘‘a majority of each (house)
shall .coustitute a quorum to do business.” -In sowe instan-
ces indeed, a greater number than a bare majority is requir-

ed; but those exceptions, the result of precaulion, like ail

exceptions, themselves prove the general rule.
The General Assembly of Kentucky cannot then agree
with the state of Suith Carolina, that the perseverance of

the General Government in the American System, leaves

that state free to consider that the measures to be pursued,
are “purely questions of expediency and not of allegiance.”
If the majority of the people of the United States in Con-
gress assembled, alhere to that system, by abstaiming froin

" jts repeal, neither the sfate of South Carolina, nor any other

state in tie Union, is at liberty to pass any act 'to defeat the

‘gystem. ‘That stale and all the other states, are bound by

the terms of our constitutional union, to yield obedience o
the system. - . R

~ From the principles now advanced, there has Leen no de-
viation on the part of ‘ the General Assembly of Kentucky.
At a former epoch, when certain acts paseed lby Congress,
called the alien and sedition laws, which were believed to
be unconstitut:onal by the General -Asscmbly, - it nesther in-

terposed nor threatened the adoption of any measures 10 de- ~
feat or obstruct their operation within the jurisdiction of

Kestucky. It expressed, and expressed in very strong lan-
guage, its disapprobation of them, and its firm conviction
that they were unconstitutional, and ‘therefore void. There

it stopped, and that is the limit which no State should pass,

until it has formed the deliberate resolution of lighting up
the torch of civil war. Every State, as well as every indi-
vidual, has the incontestable right freely to, form, and to
publsh to the world, its opinion of -any and of every act of

. the federal governmeat. Tt may appeal to the reason of the

people, enlighten their judgmeuts, alarm their fears, and con-

“ciliate their support; to change federal rulers, or federal

measurss. . But ueither a State nor an individual can right-

fully resist, by lorce, the execution of alaw passed by Cou-

gress.
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